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intertwine. At the sight of the lane and the seat, Master
Pennybet immediately decided how he would occupy his
afternoon. He would move that seat along his garden wall,
till it rested beneath some ample foliage where he could lie
hidden. Then he would wait the romantic moments of the
evening.

This idea proved so exciting that the luncheon of which
he partook was (for a birthday) regrettably small. And no
sooner was it finished than he rushed into the lane, and
addressed his splendid muscles to removing the seat.

To begin with he tried pushing. This failed. The more
he pushed the more his end of the seat went up into the air,
while the other remained fast in the ground. The only time
he succeeded in making the seat travel at all it went so fast
that it laid him on his stomach in the lane. So he tried
pulling from the other end. This was only partially successful.
The seat moved towards him with jerks, at one time arriving
most damnably on his shins, and at another throwing him
into a sitting position on to the ground. And there is a
portion of small boys which is very sensitive to stony ground.
At these repeated checks the natural child in Mr. Pennybet
caused his eyes to become moist, whereupon the strong and
unconquerable man in him choked back a sob of temper, and
pulled the seat with a passionate determination. I tell you,
such indomitable grit will always get its way, and the seat
was well lodged against Mr. Pennybet's wall and beneath his
green fastness, before the afternoon blushed into the lovers'
hour. He returned into his garden, and, climbing up the
wall by means of the mantling ivy, reached his chosen observa-
tion-post. Through curtains of greenery he watched the
arrival of a pair of lovers, and held his breath, as they seated
themselves beneath him.

;They were an even more ridiculous couple than their
kind usually are. And, when the gentleman squeezed the
lady, she laughed so foolishly that Archie Pennybet was
within an ace of forgetting himself and heartily laughing too.
It was worse still, when they began the pernicious practice
of " rubbing noses." For the operation was so new and
unexpected, and withal so congenial to Archie, that he risked
discovery by craning forward to study it. He watched with
jaws parted in a wide gape of amazement, and then said to
himself: " Well, I'm damned ! " There is but one step